
NGC Grading and Encapsulating Multi-Coin Sets 

In an innovative move, NGC is the first grading and certification 
service to encapsulate complete sets of coins as issued by the United 
States Mint. 

Read this article... 

So You Want to be a Coin Grader? 

I believe that the best way to shed light on how one can become a 
professional coin grader is to share my personal experiences with 
you; taking you back in time and working our way to the present. 

Read this article... 

The NGC Label and Hologram Get a Makeover 

Starting July 1, you’ll notice some changes in the NGC label and 
hologram. The border of the new label has a more modern look with 
the NGC logo and web address. Another change to the label will be 
found on the line where the grade appears. The grade will appear in 
bold print. 

Read this article... 
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San Francisco Mint Cents 1908-24 

A professional numismatist has the privilege of seeing many more 
coins than the typical collector, including high-grade pieces that may 
be beyond his own collecting budget. 
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NGC Grading Onsite at the Maryland State Numismatic 
Association Show and the ANA World’s Fair of Money 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at the Maryland 
State Numismatic Association Show in New Carrollton, MD and the 
PNG and ANA World’s Fair of Money in Baltimore, MD. In addition to 
the $100 and $55 Same Day show services normally offered, NGC will 
also run a $35 Same Day Gold Special. 
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NGC Grading and 
Encapsulating Multi-Coin Sets 

Posted on 7/1/2003 


In an innovative move, NGC is the first grading and certification service to 
encapsulate complete sets of coins as issued by the United States Mint. 

In an innovative move, NGC is the first grading and certification service to 
encapsulate complete sets of coins as issued by the United States Mint. It’s 
anticipated that among the sets to be graded and encapsulated within a single 
NGC holder are modern (1950-date) proof sets and uncirculated sets. Also 
projected are sets of American Eagle gold bullion coins by dates or 
denominations. Earlier coin sets and sets of other types will be added at some 
future point. 


During the initial launch of this program, NGC will be coordinating with a very 
limited submission base to ensure that all programming, logistical and volume 
issues are properly addressed. At the same time, NGC will focus on the grading 
and release of predominantly modern issue sets. In addition, this new multi-coin 
holder will be able to house sets of coins of uniform grades as well as coins of 
varying grades within the set. 


The NGC multi-coin holder itself has all of the common features of the present 
single coin holder—it’s just larger. These features include the familiar white core, 
the NGC label and the NGC hologram on the reverse. Each coin within the set will 
have its own certification number, and all NGC grading guarantees will apply. The 
individual coins may likewise be entered into NGC’s Certified Collectors Registry. 


NGC Chairman and CEO Mark Salzberg is very excited about the multi-coin 
holder, stating that “NGC continues to lead the industry with this revolutionary new 
product.” Noting the rapid progression of numismatics in recent years, NGC Vice- 
President Rick Montgomery added “The health of the coin hobby is extremely 



strong, with a strengthening collector base demanding more innovative ways to 
display their collections. We anticipate this new holder will accommodate vintage 
as well as modern coins. All one needs is to be creative, and the possibilities for 
this holder are very exciting for all collectors.” 

NGC will have an example of its multi-coin holder on display at the ANA World’s 
Fair of Money in Baltimore, July 29 August 3. Once the logistics are worked out to 
satisfaction, availability for submissions of sets will be open to the entire NGC 
dealer, ANA and NGC Collectors Society membership. 
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NGC Grading Onsite at the 
Maryland State Numismatic 
Association Show and the ANA 
World’s Fair of Money 

Posted on 7/1/2003 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at the Maryland State 
Numismatic Association Show in New Carrollton, MD and the PNG and ANA 
World’s Fair of Money in Baltimore, MD. In addition to the $100 and $55 Same 
Day show services normally offered, NGC will also run a $35 Same Day Gold 
Special. 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at the Maryland State 
Numismatic Association Show in New Carrollton, MD and the PNG and ANA 
World’s Fair of Money in Baltimore, MD. In addition to the $100 and $55 Same 
Day show services normally offered, NGC will also run a $35 Same Day Gold 
Special. Please read below for complete details: 

• $100 Same Day Special: 

$100 per coin for all coins over $1,500 in value 

• $55 Same Day Special: 

$55 per coin for all coins valued at $1,500 or less 

• $35 Same Day Gold 
Show Special: 

$35 per coin for all Gold coins valued at $1,000 or less; 5 coin minimum 

Submissions for Same Day services will be accepted at the Maryland State 
Numismatic Association Show during regular show hours on Friday, July 25th 
through Sunday, July 27th. Submissions for Same Day services will be accepted 
at the PNG show and ANA World’s Fair of Money , Tuesday, July 29th through 
Friday, August 1st. Coins for $100 and $55 Same Day services submitted prior to 












daily cut-off times will be returned before the close of the show each day. Coins 
for the Gold service will be returned no later than the close of the show on Friday, 
August 1st. Please check with NGC show representatives for daily cut-off times. 
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San Francisco Mint Cents 1908- 
24 


Posted on 7/1/2003 


A professional numismatist has the privilege of seeing many more coins than the 
typical collector, including high-grade pieces that may be beyond his own 
collecting budget. 

A professional numismatist has the privilege of seeing many more 
coins than the typical collector, including high-grade pieces that 
may be beyond his own collecting budget. While this may seem 
like a potential source of frustration, it's actually a very rewarding 
and enlightening experience. Observations can be made over a 
period of years that simply aren't possible when limited to one's 
own collecting resources. 

One thing I've noticed while examining uncirculated bronze coins produced by the 
San Francisco Mint from the onset of coinage there in 1908 through roughly 1924 
is that they have some very distinctive features. These often enable one to identify 
them as 'S' Mint products before seeing the mintmark. Though the alloy used for 
United States cents was prescribed by law, there are peculiarities seemingly 
unique to cents made at San Francisco. 

When entirely untoned, 'S' Mint bronze coins have a very pale, brassy color unlike 
that of the more reddish or coppery cents from the Philadelphia and Denver Mints. 
For the period described, however, 'S' Mint cents are seldom seen untoned. The 
only issues commonly encountered in that condition are the widely hoarded 1909- 
S cents, both with and without the designer's initials "V.D.B." Subsequent dates 
through the mid-1920s are typically toned to various degrees, though many have 
survived with partial mint color. 

Examples having just light toning often display a pattern of tan or light brown 
streaks across obverse and reverse, the so-called "woodgrain" pattern. This 


David Lange 

B 





resulted from impurities in the alloy or concentrations of pure copper that did not 
properly blend with the 5% tin and zinc added to it. When these less-than-perfect 
ingots were rolled into strip, from which blanks would later be punched, the 
concentrations were flattened and stretched into the patterns seen on the finished 
coins. Invisible when first struck, these flaws appeared only after the coin was 
exposed to atmospheric agents that caused the copper concentrations to tone 
more quickly than the properly mixed portions of the planchet. 

Woodgrain toning is commonly seen on 'S' Mint cents through 1923-24, after 
which time it is encountered only occasionally. Examination of the U. S. Mint 
Director's annual reports for the period in question reveals that cent planchets 
were alternately made in-house (at the various mints) and purchased from outside 
vendors. After the mid-1920s, the U. S. Mint gradually phased out the production 
of both cent and nickel planchets in favor of ready-made ones, and this seems to 
have standardized the characteristics of planchets used at all the mint facilities. 

Though most collectors favor bronze coins that are fully "red," I find this distinctive 
toning quite charming, and it further serves as an aid to authentication. I've never 
seen a 1909 cent from the Philadelphia Mint that was brassy and displayed 
woodgrain toning, so the presence of such distinctive features almost guarantees 
that a cent's 'S' mintmark has not been added to a Philadelphia coin. This is true 
of both Indian and Lincoln cents. 

As noted above, with the exception of 1909-S and 1909-S V.D.B. Lincolns, early 
'S' cents are seldom seen with all their original color. Most have toned to brown or 
retain just partial mint red. One peculiarity I've noticed about all copper and 
bronze coins is that sharply struck pieces tend to tone down more readily than 
weakly struck ones. This is true regardless of date or mint, and I suspect that the 
relative degree of work-hardening experienced by the planchet determines its 
resistance to atmospheric toning. This phenomenon is not unique to 'S' Mint 
cents, but it is more critical with them due to their greater overall rarity. It extends 
even to the bronze one-centavo pieces made there between 1908-20 for use in 
the Philippine Islands. Having collected this series for years, I have almost never 
encountered a sharply struck coin having full mint color, while the well struck 
pieces I've owned were always brown or displayed light, woodgrain toning. 

David W. Lange's column USA Coin Album appears monthly in Numismatist, the 
official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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So You Want to be a Coin 
Grader? 


Posted on 7/1/2003 

I believe that the best way to shed light on how one can become a professional 
coin grader is to share my personal experiences with you; taking you back in time 
and working our way to the present. 

I believe that the best way to shed light on how one can become a professional 
coin grader is to share my personal experiences with you; taking you back in time 
and working our way to the present. While other graders’ stories may be quite 
different, I believe the best of us all share similar levels of experience and 
dedication to our field. 


When you think of what it would be like to be a professional coin grader, visions of 
numismatic bliss and leisurely days spent enjoying what we all love so much 
might immediately come to mind! What could be greater than to look at so many 
different coins, many of which are so exceedingly rare that it is unlikely even the 
most traveled numismatist would encounter one in a lifetime? The very thought of 
being paid handsomely to do what you might otherwise do just for pleasure is 
enough to make you giddy. How wonderful it must be to work along side of other 
professionals who possess a wealth of numismatic knowledge that is almost 
beyond comprehension for the average collector. 

The year was 1978, and while a senior in high school I began working part-time in 
the local coin and stamp shop. Located in suburban Philadelphia, it was in a tacky 
farmers’ market of sorts, appropriately named the “Bazaar” of all Nations, and said 
to be one of the original indoor shopping malls in the country. As an adolescent 
and younger teen I collected stamps. My father worked at the main post office in 
Center City and would occasionally surprise me with various plate blocks and first- 
day covers. I enjoyed keeping them neatly organized in binders. My mother 
worked in a luncheonette where she would occasionally be given a Peace Dollar, 



a 1921 Morgan Dollar or a Franklin Half Dollar for payment and the owner would 
allow her to buy those at face value. A couple of times a year she would bring 
home a tall glass sugar (long before sugar was evil) jar full of these coins. Our 
family would dump them out, and with Redbook in hand, we would commence 
assessing our newly found fortune. 

Upon graduation from high school I attended college briefly but decided it wasn’t 
for me. I, instead, pursued what seemed like a fantastic opportunity in the coin 
and stamp business. My sister’s husband was an owner of a coin shop and he 
seemed to be doing quite well so I figured I could too. I quickly realized that, while 
stamps may have been my first love, the money (no pun intended) was in coins. I 
shifted my focus to learning as much about coins as possible and, more 
specifically, about the grading of coins. I recognized early on that the better one 
could grade, the greater the earning potential. I had two excellent teachers, Steve 
Paradisi and Frank Greenberg, both of whom are still in the business today. 

Now a full-time rookie employee, I thought nothing of the 9am-9pm hours that I 
worked, 6 days per week and Sunday until 5pm. After all, $150 per week was 
nothing to sneeze at! This schedule lasted a couple of years and it was during this 
time period that I gained my base knowledge upon which I continue building to 
this day. My hours became a bit more reasonable around the time we moved the 
coin shop out of the mall and into a strip shopping center in a bit more upscale 
area. This was a pivotal point for me as it also marked the beginning of the 
legendary gold and silver and rare coin “boom” that ensued as a direct result. It 
was now that I’d be given more responsibility and opportunity to grow. More 
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The NGC Label and Hologram 
Get a Makeover 

Posted on 7/1/2003 

Starting July 1, you’ll notice some changes in the NGC label and hologram. The 
border of the new label has a more modern look with the NGC logo and web 
address. Another change to the label will be found on the line where the grade 
appears. The grade will appear in bold print. 

Starting July 1, you’ll notice some changes in the NGC label and hologram. The 
border of the new label has a more modern look with the NGC logo and web 
address. Another change to the label will be found on the line where the grade 
appears. The grade will appear in bold print. 

Looking at the new hologram, you will see the more modern NGC logo and the 
very recognizable ANA logo along with text identifying NGC as the Official 
Grading Service of the ANA. 

These are not extreme changes, but we think you’ll find they bring a fresh look to 
our state-of-the-art holder. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 


NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 


W:p n g ebay s;xbid.com view All > 


o to® 





mNCS 4^pmg mcGC mccs sasg wb&- 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


§§ United States 





